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Introduction

The Greens want to make Tampere a city that proudly sets an example to others. In 2016, 
Tampere will be a flourishing city that takes responsibility of people and the environment, 
both in Tampere itself and elsewhere.

The Greens want to provide good services for people in a variety of life situations, whether 
they are one year old or 101 years old. Everyone should be able to enjoy life in the city. A 
city should offer space for living and leisure. For Tampere’s residents we will create open 
spaces of different types and for different purposes that are free of charge. Tampere also has a 
thriving countryside worth utilising.

We will greatly reduce the emissions generated by transportation. We want modern trams, 
better bus transportation and a well-functioning commuter train system for Tampere on top of 
the possibility of cycling and walking safely without hindrance in the city centre. We will 
draw up a plan for making a break from fossil fuel usage.

Tampere will take care of the environment in all its actions. We want more nature 
conservation areas and recreational areas. We also want Tampere to be visibly greener.

We will make Tampere a model city of democracy. We want all decision making to be open 
and transparent. We want to get all the city’s residents involved in the decision-making 
process by enhancing local democracy as well as by utilising the opportunities the internet 
offers for making citizen participation and influence easier.

Tampere will take care of the most vulnerable in all situations. We prefer raising taxes to 
making the most vulnerable members of society suffer. We will invest, in particular, in 
preventative action to combat problems. We will see to it that everyone is treated equally in 
all the city’s functions.

A rich cultural life and creative economy are Tampere’s trump cards. With these, the city’s 
ability to prosper now and in the future is ensured. We will promote alternative culture and 
distribute money allocated for culture fairly.

We will look after the city’s finances in a responsible manner, always keeping the needs of 
the city’s residents in mind. Even when the council’s financial situation is tight we will not 
cancel investments. We will always safeguard basic services, but at the same time efforts 
should be made to guarantee the continued development of the city and the sustainability of 
its economy, also in the future. The Greens’ push for trams in Tampere is a good example of 
responsible investment in the future.

Goals for the Coming Four-Year Council Session

A City Where Residents Can Feel at Home



1. Services should be brought close to people. When new areas of town are built or buildings 
are constructed in older areas, space in buildings must be set aside for smaller ground-floor 
shops and other services at the planning stage. When there is a range of services on offer, 
residents benefit while work is created for small businesses. Recreational areas are not to be 
forgotten when harmonising the city’s structure and preserving Tampere's countryside's 
diversity.

2. We will persevere to ensure that the city’s districts are pleasant places to be. We also want 
to prevent disparities between residential areas through good local services and locating 
different types of houses in the same neighbourhood. Basic health services and schools for 
young children should be walking distance away. We want to offer pleasant spaces for young 
people and the elderly to meet up in, enhance different areas of the city together with 
residents, and ensure well-functioning public transport in all parts of town.

3. We persistently and purposefully seek to make Tampere safer by working together with the 
police and social services among others. We will also work toward enhancing traffic safety so 
that public space in the city is safer in the future.

4. We want to make Hämeenkatu a street for public transport, pedestrians and cyclists only, 
with cars parked in underground car parks. City space is for people, not for cars!

5. We want to see a walking path linking Pyhäjärvi and Näsijärvi along the shores of 
Tammerkoski.

6. We want a beach for Southern Park (Eteläpuisto).

7. More space should be set aside in town planning for sought-after allotments in the vicinity 
of new housing areas. We will promote community-run city farms.

8. Tampere needs better sporting facilities that are able to serve different types of people with 
different abilities. More outdoor pitches, courts etc. for different sports are needed. Kaleva’s 
sports park and Iidesjärvi’s family park should be put into effect during the next council 
session and we want to build a skate park that meets international criteria.

9. We want to help increase recreational opportunities for the municipality’s residents by 
providing clear guides and maps as well as by making sure appropriate infrastructure and 
equipment are in place. We want to build more dog parks, too.

10. Services in Tampere should also be provided for people who cannot speak one of 
Finland’s official languages. Timetables, information at bus stops and all relevant information 
provided by the City of Tampere should be translated into English.

11. We want to reform how support for sports and recreation clubs is distributed. We also 
want, for example, to guarantee a sufficient amount of timeslots for people who do new types 
of sports.

12. We want everyone to be able to enjoy the summer, with barbecuing spots and toilet 
facilities provided for the city’s residents.

Low-Emission, Convenient Transportation

1. A tram system will significantly improve public transport for Tampere’s residents and 



make life easier in much of the city. We want to begin the first stage of the tram project the 
Greens initiated – a route from Hervanta to Lentävänniemi via the city centre. We also want 
to plan further stages and allow the tram system to cross municipal boundaries.

2. We want to reserve lanes and paths for pedestrians, cyclists and car users so that everyone 
is safe and happy. Speed limits in the city centre should be kept low and special attention 
should be given to making school journeys safe.

3. More cycle paths and parking spaces for bikes should be created and action should be taken 
to enable cycling all the year round.

4. We aim to increase the number of streets that are pedestrianised – including 
Tuomiokirkonkatu and Kauppakatu – or pedestrian-oriented. In cooperation with housing 
companies, we want to make the courtyards of city centre housing blocks greener and more 
communal.

5. We want to create lanes with priority given at traffic lights for main public transport routes 
to enable shortened travelling times. We aim to take into use low-emission vehicles such as 
hybrid and biogas buses. 

6. Commuter trains from Lempäälä, Nokia, Ylöjärvi and Orivesi to Tampere should run at 
one-hour intervals, and we want new platforms to be built on these routes.

7. We want a common regional ticket system for public transport users. 

8. We want to draw up a plan of action aimed at ending the fossil-fuel dependence of 
transportation in the city and start implementing it.

Tampere Residents’ Responsibility for the Environment

1. We want Tampere to be the first of Finland’s major cities to be emission-free. We need to 
cut emissions that are responsible for warming the climate quickly and in a determined 
fashion in all sectors. Taking the lead in this area will also generate savings and revenue, as 
less energy will be wasted and new jobs in the green economy will be created.

2. We have to use natural resources wisely and efficiently. Investment is needed to prevent 
waste generation and to make it easier for residents of the city to recycle their waste. Also, 
biowaste should be turned into biogas for running the city’s buses.

3. We want to make Tampere a leader in nature protection and conservation, with the number 
of conservation areas increased in the long term. Restoring weakened ecosystems to full 
health is one way new protected areas could be created.

4. We aim to create a national park in Teisko, while forests owned by the City of Tampere in 
Teisko should be protected.

5. We want to save important city forests from building development. Forests should be 
conserved and their biodiversity enhanced by reducing the work done in them. More decaying 
wood should be left in city forests. Building work in Peltolammi should be carried out on 
areas of tarmac that have already been built rather than in forests. Nibbling away at Kauppi-
Niihama with new build must be stopped.

6. Grey parts of town should be made greener with plants and rooftop gardens. We also want 
to transform parts of lawns into diverse meadows and fields. We favour the inclusion of 



rooftop gardens and walled gardens in new building work and renovation work.

7. In the City of Tampere’s procurement, we favour fair trade, organic, energy efficiency and 
environmental friendliness.

8. We want to see a controlled shift to renewable energy sources in local energy production. 
Also, Tampereen sähkölaitos should be kept nuclear-free. We should build new residential 
areas that are self-sufficient in energy and improve the energy efficiency of old residential 
areas.

Making Tampere a Model of Democracy and Openness

1. Tampere should be a city dedicated to complete openness whose decision making is fully 
transparent and comprehensible to its residents. Participation in decisions that affect them 
should be made as easy as possible for Tampere’s residents.

2. We want meetings of political bodies to be as accessible to the public as possible and for 
the mass of information provided by the City of Tampere to be opened up. We want to 
continue to televise meetings of the City Council.

3. We want to involve residents in Tampere’s decision making by utilising the high-tech 
knowhow of the city’s residents. With the help of the internet, we want to make it easier for 
people to see what is going on in their own neighbourhood and how matters progress in the 
city’s administration. 

4. We aim to make Tampere a model city of democracy. We want the mayor to be chosen by 
direct referendum once this is possible. Moreover, we want to establish a new model of local 
democracy for Tampere in which councils in different areas of town are chosen in connection 
with municipal elections. Such councils would be given real decision-making and budgetary 
power.

5. Decisions concerning such issues as public transportation and health care, for example, 
could more naturally be made at the inter-municipal level.

Tampere Takes Care of Everyone

1. Residents should always be entitled to high-quality public services. Privatisation of 
services and other alternatives to publically provided services should not be pursued for 
ideological reasons or implemented as a general model. Rather, the issue must be looked at 
with a view to what is best for Tampere’s residents.

2. Health promotion, preventative health services and the early diagnosis of medical problems 
are key factors in the well-being of residents. Therefore, funding of basic health services 
should be well looked after.

3. In education, sexual and gender minorities, among others, must also be taken into account.

4. We need to ensure that public buildings and spaces are always pram and wheel chair-
accessible. Furthermore, the City of Tampere’s website as well as public transport timetable 
services should also be easy for people with sensory disabilities to use.

5. When making decisions that affect the city’s residents, possible effects on different genders 
must be looked into.



6. Advisory services for newcomers to Tampere must be safeguarded. This way integration 
and advice on different Finnish courses is effectively supported. The City of Tampere should 
take a clear zero-tolerance stance regarding racism and negative opinions directed at 
immigrants and other minority groups. 

7. The City of Tampere should be an example of an employer of Tampere residents with an 
immigrant background, with 4% of personnel, like 4% of the municipality, being of 
immigrant background.

8. The City of Tampere should support all young people in matters of employment. Those 
groups of young people with most difficulties finding work, such as school drop-outs, 
immigrants and the disabled should be offered summer work with the City of Tampere.

9. We want to give elderly people the chance to live at home in order to improve their quality 
of life. The position of carers will be improved by offering, among other things, high-quality 
temporary care and home help. Services for the elderly must not vary according to a person’s 
level of income and wealth; rather, high-quality services should be safeguarded for all.

10. Tampere’s additional financial support (i.e. Tampere-lisä), which complements the Child 
Home Care Allowance, should be developed in such a way as to make it more common for 
fathers to receive this benefit. Day care services for children should be made more diverse 
and flexible with the result that the parents of small children have the ability to combine 
working life and family life in a balanced manner. Good early education services for children 
in home care should also be safeguarded. 

11. Preventive social work needs to be adequately funded, with early involvement and support 
in problems ensured so that children and families receive help before a situation escalates.

12. Bullying in any form should never be tolerated.

13. Top-quality mental health and substance abuse services should be obtainable 24 hours a 
day and without having to queue. Early diagnosis of substance abuse and mental health 
problems is also needed. Housing services have to be developed for homeless people in the 
most difficult stages of substance abuse.

14. Social support should be made available where the city’s residents live their lives. We 
want to make sure that everyone has the right to social work services and that in matters 
concerning income support customers have the chance of receiving personal service.    

15. Investment has to be made to prevent social inclusion. All those who leave school after 
completing the first nine years should be guaranteed some form of study or work opportunity.

16. Information systems should aid employees in the best possible way. Problems with the 
information systems used in hospitals, in particular, must be resolved.

A Creative City Invests in Culture

1. Tampere’s cultural offerings should be of a high standard. Funding for a variety of different 
arts must be safeguarded. A good amount of cultural events for different audiences is needed. 
Tampere can easily accommodate a host of activities, and there should be something for 
everyone!

2. Youth culture should be supported and adapted to when it changes. To draft youth policy 



based on politician’s memories of their own youth would be a big mistake. Rather, this task 
should be undertaken based on what today’s youths need and want themselves. School doors 
should be opened to political action and different non-governmental organisations.

3. When money in distributed to different organisations for cultural, sporting and youth 
activities, the criteria should always be transparent. The funding of political youth 
organisations must be made more equal than today’s unfair and outdated system.

4. Enterprise in the creative industries must be promoted. For example, in addition to the 
growing gaming industry Tampere could be successful in films, music and photography. 

5. The centre for creative industries planned for Onkiniemi should be realised. It should be a 
place where culture and entrepreneurship merge.

6. One per cent of the costs of public building work should be earmarked for purchasing art.

7. Our valuable architecture must be taken care of. First of all, Näsilinna, which is one 
example of Tampere’s valuable cultural history, should be renovated. 

8. The area of Tulli should be turned into the city’s heart of pop cultural life.

9. The city’s practice rooms for bands should be improved, with owners of rehearsal space, 
the City of Tampere and the bands themselves involved in this process. The goal would be to 
increase the number of practice rooms in Tampere.

Finances Looked After Responsibly and with the Future in Mind

1. In a difficult economic climate, new sources of funding are needed. Property taxes could be 
raised when more houses are built in the city and the value of houses grows. Property tax on 
empty plots of land should be higher to encourage their development.

2. Tampere should remain an appealing area for companies. Effects of the City of Tampere’s 
decision making on companies must be taken into consideration. Only with tax revenue 
created by jobs, which in turn are created by companies, can the city’s development and 
success, both now and in the future, be safeguarded. Companies should be supported, in 
particular at the very beginning, by creating different buildings and spaces that support 
entrepreneurship. One good example of this is New Factory.  

3. Education, health and social services must be safeguarded in all situations. The Greens 
would rather raise taxes than take services away from the poorest. Even though money is 
tight, we will not make the sorts of savings that cause great suffering now or in the future or 
over time become expensive. 

4. In matters of IT procurement, it should be ensured that we do not only use the services 
offered by one actor. In any programmes purchased there has to be as many open interfaces as 
possible. The City of Tampere should also be a forerunner in the use of open source codes. In 
information systems broader cooperation with other municipalities must also be pursued.


